74                                BECKET.                            ACT i,

BECKET.

To speak without stammering and like a free man ?
Ay.

IST RETAINER.

My lord, permit us then to leave thy service.

BECKET.
When?

IST RETAINER.
Now.

BECKET.
To-night ?

IST RETAINER.
To-night, my lord.

BECKET.
And why ?

IST RETAINER.
My lord, we leave thee not without tears.

BECKET.
Tears ?   Why not stay with me then ?

IST RETAINER.

My lord, we cannot yield thee an answer altogether
to thy satisfaction.